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88th Legislative Session (June 2023)

Texas Education Code, Section. 37.1083(b)  

This statutory addition from HB3 charged the 
agency with establishing the Office of School 
Safety and Security - a division consisting of 
individuals with substantial expertise and 
experience in school or law enforcement 
safety and security operations. 
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.1083


ESC and LEA On-site 
Technical Assistance

District Vulnerability 
Assessments

Sector-wide Tabletop
Exercises and Trainings

Liaison with Local Agencies 
and Emergency Management

The  Monitoring  and  Technical  Assistance  Team  is 
strategically  spread  out  across  the  state  providing 
essential school safety support to school districts and 
educational service centers. Living in the same sectors 
as those they serve, the team ensures the alignment of 
school safety and security expertise with state guidance, 
facilitating  the  effective  implementation  of  best 
practices  and  state  safety  standards.  Through  their 
proactive  efforts,  they  contribute  significantly  to 
creating  a  safer  and  more  secure  environment  for 
students, educators, and staff statewide.
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School Safety Sectors
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• Conducted annually at all campuses
• Supported by optional Door Sweep Tool
• Can be delegated to a single role

• Conducted randomly on a 4-year cycle
• Includes Rubric and Resources
• Supported by Document Repository

• District Calendar is utilized as needed for emergency situations
• Mobile friendly reporting tool
• Mass communications to schools with on the ground supports

• Centralized repository for resources
• Will continue to add more resources throughout the year
• TEA guidance videos and webinars coming soon

• Pilot application opens September 3
• Supported with BTA Manual and Field Guide
• Standardized online instrument

Emergency Management

Behavioral Threat Assessments

Intruder Detection Audits

District Vulnerability Assessments

Technical Assistance And Training

Program Overview

Search
Logout
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§61.1031, School Safety Requirements

Exterior doors, exterior classroom doors, and portable doors should operate 
as intended, are required to remain closed, locked, and latched and allow for 
emergency egress from the inside (while remaining locked).

Windowed doors on the ground level or windows that are adjacent to or near 
a door and are large enough to allow someone to enter if broken must be 
reinforced with entry-resistant material unless within a secured area.

Exterior door sweeps must be conducted weekly to certify that all doors are 
properly closed, locked, and latched.

The school system must perform maintenance checks twice annually to 
ensure that the facility components within the rule function properly and as 
intended.

6



Interior Door Policies
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o Interior Doors – Open/Closed, Unlocked/Locked
o Does the campus have a policy for Interior Doors

o Written/spoken
o Are they checked during an IDA?
o If they are, and one is unlocked, is that a Finding that needs to be 

reported to the board and safety committee that requires staff retraining?



Silent Panic Alarm Technology (SPAT)

o (10) A communications infrastructure shall be implemented that must:
o (A) ensure equipment is in place such that law enforcement and emergency responder two-

way radios can function within most portions of the  building(s); and
o (B) include a panic alert button, duress, or equivalent alarm system, via standalone hardware,                       

software, or integrated into other telecommunications devices or online applications, that 
includes the following functionality.

o (i) An alert must be capable of being triggered by campus staff, including temporary or 
substitute staff, from an integrated or enabled device.

o (ii) An alert must be triggered automatically in the event a district employee makes a 9-1-1 call 
using the hardware or integrated telecommunications devices described in this subparagraph 
from any location within the school system.

o (iii) With any alert generated, the location of where the alert originated shall be included.
o (iv) The alert must notify a set of designated school administrators as needed to provide 

confirmation of response, and, if confirmed, notice must be issued to the 9-1-1 center of an 
emergency situation requiring a law enforcement and/or  emergency response and must 
include the location of where the alert originated. 

o A notice can simultaneously be issued to all school staff of the need to follow appropriate 
emergency procedures
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Behavioral Threat Assessments



Behavioral 
Threat 
Assessments
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o Beginning August 1, 2025, when 
conducting a behavioral threat 
assessment under TEC, §37.115, 
members of a threat assessment team 
shall utilize the threat assessment 
instrument, manual, and field guide in 
Sentinel.

o A school district shall utilize Sentinel to 
securely transfer under TEC, §25.036, any 
threat assessment conducted on a 
student to a receiving school system when 
a student transfers to a new school 
district. All BTAs for a student are subject 
to the transfer requirement. 



Example Photos
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Questions?

SafeSchools@
tea.Texas.gov

Office of School Safety and Security

The State of School Safety

SafeSchools@TEA.Texas.gov
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