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Texas Classroom

/® Teachers Association

p
Membership organization for teachers, counselors, librarians,

nurses, and other instructional staff.

\
(
Provides legal coverage and professional liability insurance.

.
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a
Lobbies at the State Legislature, SBOE, and SBEC for stronger rights,
more autonomy, and increased benefits for instructional staff.

.
-

Publishes news updates and professional resources.

.
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Former early-childhood teacher and central staff
administrator

Former advocacy director for Raise Your Hand Texas

Staff attorney and lobbyist at TCTA

Mother of two little humans and one fur baby

K

Kaylan Dixon-Smith

Advocate for Texas public schools

“Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your
community and world better than you found it.”

Marian Wright Edelman



* Former high school math teacher
in Aldine ISD (2015-2021)

* Current TCTA lobbyist

* Primarily responsible for
monitoring SBOE and SBEC; also
at the Capitol during session

Quinn McCall

“A society grows great when old men
plant trees in whose shade they know
they shall never sit.”



How did we get here?

In the past decade, students’ reading abilities
have slowly declined. While there has been
some rebound in NAEP scores post-COVID,
changes in the way that students interact with
media have reduced their reading stamina. In
some cases, teachers try to meet students
where they are at and assign fewer literary
works, only assign excerpts, or replace
reading with audio or video formats instead.

The Texas State Legislature attempted to
remedy this issue by creating a statewide list
of required literary works and vocabulary.

“We do one book after state testing, and we did “The Great
Gatsby. ... Alot of kids had not read a novel in class before.”

— Laura Henry, 10th-grade English teacher near Houston

“My son in 9th grade listened to the audio of ‘A Raisin in the
Sun.’ For ‘Romeo and Juliet, they watched the balcony scene

instead of reading.”

— Rebekah Jacobs, Rockville, Md.

“We typically spend a ridiculous amount of time reading each

book, such that in my freshman year, we read only one,

‘Macbeth.”™

— Liv Niklasson, age 16, Los Alamos, N.M.

Goldstein, D. (2025, December 12). Kids rarely read whole books
anymore. Even in English class. The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/12/us/high-school-english-
teachers-assigning-books.html?eafs_enabled=false



Required Readlng
Lists

Part of HB 1605 (88R, 2023), the wide-
ranging law that set the stage for
Bluebonnet Learning.

Statute requires the State Board of /
Education ("SBOE") to specify at least one o
literary work per grade level, as well as a ;

list of required vocabulary.

Number of works in the final list range from i ,k
25 in Kindergarten to 9 for each grade from
8-12.

Almost every grade level contains either
Biblical stories or Bible passages.




Timeline

Gov. Abbott Sighs HB 1605
June 2023

TEA Provides Initial Information SBOE Approves Final Required
on Required Literary Works Literary Works List

November 2025 June 2026

Learning

November 2024

SBOE Adopts Bluebonnet SBOE Begins Debate on

Required Literary Works
January 2026
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24
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H. B. 1605

SECTION 7. Section 28.002, Education Code, 1s amended by
adding Subsections (c—-4) and (c-5) to read as follows:

(c=4) In adopting essential knowledge and skills for

English language arts under Subsection (a) (1) (A), the State Board

of Education shall specify a list of required vocabulary and at

least one literary work to be taught in each grade level. The

vocabulary specified by the board must support the essential

knowledge and skills adopted for other courses offered under the

foundation curriculum under Subsection (a) (1l).

(c=-5) The State Board of Education shall 1initiate the

process of specifying an initial list of wvocabulary and literary

works as required by Subsection (c—-4) not later than February 1,

2024. The State Board of Education shall request from the agency

recommendations regarding the list, and that request for

recommendations may be considered an initiation of the process.

This subsection expires September 1, 2025.




SBOE Process

 TEA’s initial list was produced
through a survey of Texas
teachers; according to TEA,
around 5,700 responded.

* “Literary works” include
everything from individual
poems to entire novels and

plays.
* Initial proposal contained
between 19 and 37 works per

grade level, with more works
In lower grades.

Top Texas Teacher Survey Mentions for Secondary

Grades 6-12
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Public Testimony

At SBOE, most of the opposition was
focused on the contents and length of
the list. No one denied that children
are reading shorter texts and reading
less frequently.

* A handful of teachers expressed
concerns about the logistics of
embedding a host of new literary
works in the ELAR curriculum.

 Even fewer asked how these works
would be assessed on the STAAR or
the new state examination comingin
the future.




According to TEA, the following factors were considered in
developing the reading list:

o TEKS alignment
o Text complexity
o Suitability

= SBOE adopted a suitability rubric for use when
evaluating instructional materials

o Cross-curricular connections
= Literary works that can possibly support Social Studies
o Adaptions, versions, and print requirements

= Reviewed the various adaptions of text, determined
availability of mass market supply, examined
translations of works, etc.
o Optional grouping and pairing

= Shorter readings can be paired with larger works for
deeper meaning and engagement




Elementary Literary Works

* Elementary children's literature

o Fictional stories, folktales, fables,
fairy tales, tall tales, legends, and
myths

* Poetry
e Drama
 Informational texts

* Persuasive texts
* Nursery rhymes



Examples of Required Reading - Elementary

MADELINE
* K: The Very Hungry Caterpillar e b
by Eric Carle
* 1: Madeline by Ludwig £
Bemelmans 10
* 2:“The Swing” by Robert Louis umum

Stevenson
* 3: Stone Soup by Marcia Brown

* 4: Number the Stars by Lois
Lowry

e 5: The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

THELION, THE WITCH
THE WARDROBE

a novel by Lois Lowry

A Sto _r Childre

€S, LEWIS




Secondary Literary Works

* Secondary Literature

o Realistic fiction, adventure
stories, historical fiction,
mysteries, humor, myths,
fantasy, science fiction,
short stories

* Poetry
* Drama

 Informational texts
* Argumentative texts



Examples of Reqwred Readmg Secondary

Acnos&
* 6: Across Five Aprils by Irene AF e als A
Hunt PRICSGEE

7: The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
8: Night by Elie Wiesel

9: Animal Farm by George
Orwell

* 10: The Tragedy of Julius
Caesar by William
Shakespeare

* 11: Fahrenheit 451 by Ray
Bradbury

* 12: Pride and Prejudice by Jane
Austen

GEORGE ORWELL




Where to locate the full list?

* Lists are rather difficult to
Summary: The adopted new sections add lists of literary works to be taught in each grade level as required by House

find.
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023. Sections 110.10, 110.30, and 110.70 were adopted with

[ LO C ate d O n T EA changes since published as proposed.

Final Required Literary Works - Kindergarten

SiteeLaWS and Final Required Literary Works - Grade 1

Final Required Literary Works - Grade 2

Final Required Literary Works - Grade 3

2 u le S 9 S B O E Final Required Literary Works - Grade 4
Final Required Literary Works - Grade 5

q u l-e S 9 Ad O pte d S B O E Final Required Literary Works - Grade 6
. Final Required Literary Works - Grade 7

Rules, Not Yet Effective Final Reuied Lirary Works - Grsde 5

Final Required Literary Works - English |

Final Required Literary Works - English II

Final Required Literary Works - English 1l

Final Required Literary Works - English IV

Second Reading and Final Adoption by SBOE: |une 2026
Effective Date: July 1, 2027




Implementation Dates

*K-5:2030-2031
*6:2031-2032
*/7-8:2032-2033
*9-12: 2033-2034

* Intended to mirror
Implementation dates
for new social studies
curriculum




Parents’ Rights

Tex. Educ. Code Section 26.006 Access to Teaching Materials
(a)A parent is entitled to:

(1) review all teaching materials, instructional materials, and other teaching aids used in the classroom of the
parent’s child, including while the child is participating in virtual or remote learning;

(2) review each test administered to the parent’s child after the test is administered; and

(3) observe virtual instruction while the parent’s child is participating in virtual or remote learning to the same
extent the parent would be entitled to observe in-person instruction of the child.

(b) A school district shall make tests readily available for review by parents in person and teaching materials
readily available for review by parents both in person and, if applicable, through an instructional materials
parent portal established under Section 31.154 (Instructional Materials Parent Portal). In providing access to
instructional materials to a student’s parent under this section, the district shall:

(1) allow access beginning not later than 30 days before the school year begins and concluding not earlier
than 30 days after the school year ends; and

(2) include, for the entire period specified in Subdivision (1), access to all instructional materials that pertain
to each subject area in the grade level in which the student is enrolled, except for:


https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._educ._code_section_31.154

Parents’ Rights

* |[n accordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right to
temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a
required literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious
or moral beliefs if the parent presents or delivers to the
teacher of the parent's child a written statement authorizing
the removal of the child from the instruction. If a graded
assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of
a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under
TEC, §826.010, the school district or charter school is encouraged,
but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or
local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work
provided for the student who was removed from instruction.




H.B. 1605

16 Sec. 22.05125. TIMMUNITY FROM DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS FOR

17 CLASSROOM TEACHERS. (a) In this section, '"disciplinary

18 proceeding" has the meaning assigned by Section 22.0512.

Teachers’ Rights

19 (b) A classroom teacher employed by a school district may

20 not be subject to disciplinary proceedings for an allegation that

21 the teacher violated Section 28.0022, the Establishment Clause of

22 the First Amendment of the United States Constitution, or a related

23 state or federal law if:

24 (1) the teacher wused only instructional material

25 included on the list of approved instructional material maintained

26 Dby the State Board of Education under Section 31.022 and adopted by

27 the district; and

1 (2) the allegation does not dispute that the teacher

2 delivered instruction from instructional material described by

3 Subdivision (1) with fidelity.

4 (c) The immunity provided by Subsection (b) is in addition

5 to any other immunity provided by law. This section may not be

& construed to interfere with any other immunity provided by law.




Ways to get involved

While the current iteration of
the listis on the books, the
SBOE periodically edits the
TEKS and thus may
periodically edit the reading
list.

Prepare for that opportunity
by documenting your
experiences with the current
reading list and compiling
your suggestions for
improving the list.




You pour yourself into your classroom

Make The every day. But what happens when

» ® you need resources and support?
Educated Choice™!
— That’s when your TCTA membership

goes to work for you.

: @ :
Join /t’gﬁ today!

Texas Classroom Teachers Association | tcta.org

The best value in Texas!

TCTA offers the lowest annual
membership dues among Texas
teacher groups. That means you get

the most comprehensive protection
available at the most affordable
price. And you can count on us to be
transparent about what you’ll pay.




Benefits of /igfé Membership

Join today for a direct line to experienced
attorneys who are truly on your side.
Questions about your contract, concerns about a
student situation, confusion over district policy Join today for more benefits that work
— as a TCTA member, you never have to navigate for you every day, including:

these alone.

e Professional development — free and

on your schedule.

Join today for the most comprehensive You can access 70+ hours of free online CPE
protection available to Texas educators. videos, plus Tuesdays with TCTA webinars.
Your professional liability insurance policy

includes coverage built around the real risks you

face in the classroom and on campus.




K+Q

Questions?

How does SBOE/TEA recommend teaching these works?
Does implementation begin in the 2030-2031 school year or July 20277
How should EPPs address the list in their curriculum?

Can teachers use these works in read alouds? Consequently,

certain literary works required by this section in Kindergarten-Grade 4 are noted as being recommended for
implementation as being read aloud to the student as noted in the figures in subsection (£){1)-(6) of this

section. Even 1f a literary work 1s listed with a recommendation that it be read aloud, it may be read directly
by students when appropnate, potentially with adult assistance. If a hiterary work 1s not listed with a
recommendation that it be read aloud. it must be read by students, with adult assistance where necessary.

Are there accommodations for students of non-Abrahamic faiths?

Will parents be notified of what their students are reading in class?

What funding is available to acquire these works?

Are these works the only literary works to be allowed in classrooms going forward?
Should these works be used to teach the TEKS or should teachers simply teach the texts?
Can we still teach texts not included on this list?

Are the works required in specific grade levels?



Thank you
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